OUR AMBASSADOR KING

the dubious hues and cries which have filled the air
since the day the Armistice was signed; and those who
complain that he has rarely given any direct encourage-
ment to the arts forget how much the arts have been
impeded by those who follow, not out of love but
snobbery. The Prince is not an art snob. On the rare
occasions when he attends a concert it is, as a rule, in
support of a favourite charity. We have seen that his
taste in music led him in early days to aspire to the mastery
of bagpipes and guitar. What should such a one be
doing in the Queen's Hall or Covent Garden ? That,
perhaps, is his own attitude, although any sensible music
lover would hold that the aspiring piper and guitarist
had a far better right of entry to those places than many
who dutifully take up their station there. If that is so,
the Prince is quite content to neglect his rights. Nor
has he ever itched to join any of the satellite sets attend-
ing on literature, painting or ballet. This, his attitude,
has been dwelt upon here because it is closely bound up
with that in him which we have been pleased to call
" regularity." In an age which has made a virtue of
irregularity his very normality has shone like a good
deed.

But we must beware of emphasising this normality
as if it were intended so to shine. Being a natural
quality, it has never been flaunted for example's sake, as,
for instance, were the virtues of Queen Victoria's Con-
sort. In that age of precepts and inhuman respecta-
bility the public expected of Royalty a full-dress exhibi-
tion of all the virtues; and what was expected was in
good measure supplied. Imagine a member of the
present Royal Family spreading virtuous plumes before
the pubEc of the Lax Twenties 1 More than a little
wisdom will be discerned, by future students of our
social conditions, in the quiet, self-possessed conduct of
the King and Queen of England during that nightmare
decade. Through those years they were anxiously watch-
ing, but with no sign of panic, the development of their
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